of optical remote sensing when restricted by cloud cover, it is worthwhile to use synthetic aperture radar (SAR), which can penetrate clouds, for possible monitoring of cyanobacterial blooms. In the SAR study, which is the very first one in this topical area of importance, a satellite-ground synchronous experiment has been conducted in Lake Tai by Wang et al. They establish that the cyanobacterial scum effectively attenuates capillary waves and appear as dark patches in SAR images, and therefore SAR has the potential to be developed as a tool for the remote sensing of algal scum. From a HAB detection perspective, two more papers focus on the characterization of Karenia brevis blooms on the West Florida Shelf using ocean color satellite imagery. Multitemporal observations obtained with the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (i.e., MODIS-Aqua), are used to delineate HABs by combining remote-sensing reflectance at 555 nm and normalized fluorescence line height by Soto et al., which is further modified by and Hu and Feng. Finally, Xu et al. presented an interesting study for the verification of MODISbased monitoring precision over a green tide event in the Yellow Sea with the aid of UAV showing a success of data merging for characterization of the plume movement.
All of these papers show the deepened understanding of the topic in this special section and are advancing the remote sensing of HABs in our lakes and coastal waters. Both contribution and dedication of authors and reviewers are here deeply acknowledged.
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